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CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 1659 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, UR, IN 

SUBJECT: PODGORNY VISIT TO INDIA 

REF: (A) NEW DELHI 1549 (NOTAL), (B) MOSCOW 718 (NOTAL) 

1 . WE HAVE NO GOOD EXPLANATION FOR THE TIMING OF POD- 
GORNY'S VISIT TO INDIA, AND WE AGREE THAT IT SEEMS CURIOUS 
IN VIEW OF THE ELECTION TWO WEEKS LATER (REFTEL A). 

2. ONE POSSIBILITY IS THAT THE DATE WAS ALREADY SET 
BEFORE PRIME MINISTER GANDHI CALLED THE ELECTION. AS 
WE REPORTED IN REF B (PARA 2), AN INDIAN EMBASSY OFFICIAL 
HERE GAVE "FEBRUARY' 1 AS THE PROBABLE DATE FOR THE 
VISIT IN MID-JANUARY. WE HAD NO INDICATION HERE THAT 
THE TRIP WAS ORIGINALLY PLANNED FOR A LATER DATE. THE 
INDIAN OFFICIAL ALSO SAID THAT THE VISIT WAS AT INDIA'S 
INVITATION. 

3. THIS STILL DOES NOT EXPLAIN WHY IT COULD NOT 
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HAVE BEEN POSTPONED, OR INDEED WHY A VISIT AT THAT 
LEVEL WAS CONSIDERED NECESSARY AT ALL, IN VIEW OF 
MRS. GANDHI'S TRIP HERE LAST JUNE. WE ARE NOT 
AWARE OF PARTICULAR PROBLEMS IN THE RELATIONSHIP 
WHICH WOULD REQUIRE SUCH URGENT OR HIGH-LEVEL 
ATTENTION. THE PAKISTANIS HERE WONDER WHETHER IT 
MIGHT BE RELATED TO WESTERN PRESS STORIES (INCLUDING 
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SPECIFICALLY AMBASSADOR SAXBE'S RECENT INTERVIEW 
IN U.S. NEWS AND WORLD REPORT) CLAIMING THAT INDIA 
WAS MOVING AWAY FROM THE USSR. THE PAKISTANIS ALSO 
SPECULATE THAT IT MIGHT SOMEHOW BE RELATED TO 
GIEREK S RECENT VISIT TO INDIA. A FURTHER LINE 
OF QUESTIONING CENTERS ON PRESUMED SOVIET CONCERN 
OVER CONGRESS-CPI RELATIONS. WE FIND ALL OF 
THESE POSSIBILITIES AS REASONS FOR A HEAD OF STATE 
VISIT REMOTE, BUT WE CANNOT JUDGE THE DOMESTIC 
POLITICAL ANGLE IN INDIA. 

4. WE WILL BE SEEING SOME INDIANS AND PERHAPS 
SOVIETS IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS TO TRY TO FIND OUT WHAT 
REASONS THEY GIVE FOR A VISIT AT THIS TIME. SEVERAL 
WESTERN COLLEAGUES WITH WHOM WE HAVE TALKED HAVE NO 
INFORMATION TO ADD. 
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